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This paper provides a defense of the thesis that God has a sense of humor. First, 
I sketch the four main theories of what it is to have a sense of humor that we 

take to be four biblical reasons to think that God has a sense of humor and 
philosophical 

-

implications of the idea that God has a sense of humor.
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-

-

2 The topic 

 
of humor.

Greek philosophers have been rather critical toward humor  and this has 
 Over 

-
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The stimulus conditions are humorous situations or, at least, situations 

certain situations as humorous.

-
expressions 

of
products of a person’s sense of humor, and we take the comic, the ludicrous, 

occasions for 
The paper is structured as follows. First, in Section 2, I sketch the four 

literature. The aim of this section is not to defend a particular account of 

-

biblical
evidence in favor of the claim that God has a sense of humor, at least for 

-

philosophical reasons to think that God has a sense 

a sense of humor.

2. What Is It to Have a Sense of Humor?

In this section, I sketch the four main theories of what it is to have a sense 
-

am not

Taking Laughter Seri-
ously
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for instance, that the phenomena these theories describe are much more 
causes of or occasions for

rival 

-
or and

superiority theory. The basic idea of this 

another.7

his Human Nature

sudden glory conception of some eminency in ourselves, 
comparison with the 

is, triumphed over.

9

some instances of 

Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy

7Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics
, ed. 

The Phi-
losophy of Laughter and Humor

Thomas Hobbes, Human Nature, or the Fundamental Elements of Policy, in The English 
Works of Thomas Hobbes Volume 4

9 The Philosophy 
of Laughter and Humor
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-

relief theory. It is important to 
laughter, 

expression of
some kinds of 

-

in statu nascendi.11

-

also result from a relief of tension.12 Nonetheless, it seems undeniable that 

incongruity theory. Its core idea is that to have a 
-

think, for instance, of absurd subtitles for the famous bunker scene with 
Hitler in the movie Downfall

Essays on Education and Kindred 
Subjects

Psychological Review
11 The Standard Edition of 

the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud

12
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and rants about the re-election of Obama, the new iPad, or the fact that 
-

-

laughter 

-

in words or deeds.

has few proponents, is the play theory. The idea is that humor is an exten-
sion of variety of

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor, ed. 

The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor -
Critique of the 

Power of Judgment -

Postscript to the Philosophical Crumbs

Humour and Laughter: Theory, Research and Applications

Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Representation

 
Morreall, Taking Laughter Seriously

Enjoyment of Laughter
Cross Currents
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17 This defense of the importance of humor 
Summa 

Theologica

rather the expression of 

amusement rather than vice versa?
However, all we need to notice for our purposes is that there does in-

3. Three Arguments against the View that God Has a Sense of Humor

against the thesis 
-

-
sented in the literature.

First Argument. Some philosophers, such as Aaron Smuts,19

for someone

17 Summa Theologica

The Philosophy of Laughter and 
Humor
and that God cannot have emotions, since God is impassible. Since whether or not God has 

Thinking through Feeling: God, Emotion 
and Passibility

19 Ethical 
Theory and Moral Practice
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is

what one does not

 God, 

-

Second Argument
-

-

21

disposition. If God is ever-

be-
fore 

22

Third Argument
he cannot be surprised by any incongruity

See, for instance, Ronald De Sousa, The Rationality of Emotion

Philosophy and Literature
21 Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Religion, ed. 

22 -
Faith and Philosophy
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is characteristic of amusement. Given that God is omniscient, however, his 

-

 Nonetheless, 

propositions and there are no truths about what God’s creatures will 

are truths about 
not possible to know 

27 If open theism is correct, then 
-

tion will fail.

has decided which actions he will perform himself (which possible world 

from which actions of his and his creatures, but he does not
which ones will be actual
at actual possible

Morreall, Taking Laughter Seriously
 

Hasker,  

-
Faith and Philosophy

27 God, Time, and Knowledge
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are or will be 
actual

-

-

4. Four Biblical Arguments for the View that God Has a Sense of Humor

in favor of the thesis that God has a sense 

-

First Argument ex-
pressis verbis

-

And here we have a couple of people on earth who intend to take it up 

 



DOES GOD HAVE A SENSE OF HUMOR?

-

not 

the idea that God has a sense of humor rather than some other idea about 

a sense of humor.
Second Argument , even in 

-
29

-

-
resents God -s and, for all we know, God does not disapprove of her 

not follow that God himself 

29 New International Version.
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-

-

Third Argument. God himself also performs certain actions that seem to 

-
-
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Fourth Argument
is the incarnation of God and reveals the nature of God to us. Now, there 

-

readers smile.

employs
not

God himself has a sense of humor. One need not have a sense of humor 

-

 in that these people 

(Thomas Cahill, Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World Before and After Jesus

Word and World
Worship

incarnate God has a sense 
incarnate

non-incarnate God would not.
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-
humans 

not follow that 
any -

that God has a sense of humor.

5. Three Philosophical Arguments for the View that God Has a Sense of Humor

In this section, I evaluate three philosophical 
-

First Argument -

-

a sense of humor.
relief 

not 

whether or not God has a sense of humor.
play

-

not

think that God disapproves of food, but it does not follow that God himself 

Now, let us turn to the superiority
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know -

that he is

if

incongruity
-

-
ditions of the third and fourth theories. It seems, then, that this provides 
us with at least some reason to think that God has a sense of humor, even 

Second Argument

good-making property

ceteris paribus, 
we prefer someone with a sense of humor over someone without a sense 
of humor. In fact, when asked what we deem most important in relation-

 

P, if P X and 
P is intrinsically Y that can have P, P will 

Y.

X
Y if Y can have -

be ridiculous to think that God is hurricane-resistant. God does not even 
humans

Journal of 
Psychology and Human Sexuality



Faith and Philosophy

P
X 

Y Y can have that 
Y.

are intrinsically
-

The Jewish Bride

own sake.

intrinsically rather 
instrumentally

are happiness, beatitude, contentment, and pleasures and satisfactions of 
certain kinds.  To be amused seems to be one of the pleasures and satis-

Ethics
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will have any

that 
and another 

of humor.

-

view. The point, however, is that it is not clear that God can have a sense of 

Third Argument

P and 
P -

P is part of what it is to be created 
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P is part of 
P

P and 
P -

perfect nature, then God has P

defend it here.
not to 

all 

that one is like

-

P P does not issue from their 
P is part of what it is to 

imago Dei that I know 

God is a person.
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not

-
ment that one or several of these theories are correct.

not

do with laughter

not some 
not -

is knows that 
-

 
-

think that God has a sense of humor.

6. Three Implications

no sense of 

has

See, for instance, De Sousa, The Rationality of Emotion, 227.
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will spell out three of them.

face of God or God’s 
character

about her character. She could still have all sorts of character traits. Even 

does tell us 

believers’ relationship
omnibenevolent, and so forth, but also someone with a sense of humor, 
then there is an additional reason to love God, worship him, and develop 

-

imago Dei and that 

-

-

good, and even 
perfect, 

-
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-

risus paschalis, 

the dead.  I do not

reason to think that God has a sense of humor.

is not

7. Conclusion

Since the literature on whether or not God has a sense of humor is virtu-

lacks a sense of 
-

does have a sense of humor, and it turned out 

of God, then there is reason to think that God has a sense of humor, for 
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